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DISPATCHES

) ‘ HAINES — Two Eastern Qregon
roadways received funding from the
Federal Highway Administration in
the form of 2005 National Scenic
Byway grants. Hells Canyon National
Scenic Byway and Elkhorn National
Forest Byway will receive grants worth
$445,000 for improvement projects
including the installation of interpre-
tive signs and kiosks and hospitality
training for businesses.

“| BOARDMAN — The Morrow
County Court has paved the way for
the construction of a $330 million
NASCAR-caliber speedway west of
Boardman, provided residents approve
an 8% excise tax on ticket sales in the
May 23 election. If approved, most of
the tax revenue would go to develop-
ment group Oregon International
Speedway to offset the cost of infra-
structure improvements to support the
speedway. If completed as planned, the
I-84-adjacent speedway would sport
an 81,500-seat grandstand designed
to attract NASCAR enthusiasts from
points east and west. County eco-
nomic development officials say the
speedway would attract visitors to the
area who are likely to stay for several
days at a time,

. | KLAMATH FALLS — With an eye
toward accommodating the aging
baby boomer population, the Oregon
Institute of Technology will break
ground this summer on its new Oregon
Center for Health Professions. Funded
in part by a $10 million bond approved

hv the Orennn | eniclatiire in lannarw

JON MEYERS

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Honing a high-tech edge in Corvallis

Mysty Rusk, executive director of the Corvallis-Benton
Economic Development Partnership, is recruiting
high-tech businesses to come take advantage of

the region’s ample developable land.

CORVALLIS — At the lar edge

ol Silicon Forest, Corvallis
is an established player
in the high-tech field.

For three decades, the
city has hosted one of the
world’s largest Hewlett-
Packard manufacturing
sites, secured HP-related
satellite companies and
spawned several high-tech
startups, many built on
expertise from HP and the
city’s leading employer,
Oregon State University.

In Corvallis, “All the
cggs seemed to be in two
hackete: HP and WK1 7

particular challenges lor a
community that’s notori-
ously tinicky about accepting
new businesses. Corvallis
prides itself on ensuring

that eoomomie develon.

now have a community-wide
commitment Lo attracting new
business,” says Patricia Mulder,

former Corvallis Area Chamber

ol Commerce president.
Seeing Corvallis today, it's
hard 10 imagine the outrage
that ensued when HP decided
o locate its 174-acre campus
here in 1976. Fear that the
city would become another
Silicon Valley polarized the
community. Opposition was
so fierce that it prompted
local government action: In
1977, Corvallis became the
first Oregon city to require a
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